SECRET GARDEN

Scenic Flow and Comments  12/14/10

ACT ONE

Prologue

Opening Dream

1. Behind scrim, Lily sits on a limb and sings … Opening

Mary Lennox plays with a Victorian Doll House

2. Indian Fakir APPEARS and chants.

3.  Albert enters, picks Mary up and carries her to an ornate Victorian bed

4.  Albert skips back and English couples appear around the bed as if in a dream.

5. Drop the Handkerchief dance with red handkerchief.  As game proceeds, one by one the actors take out red handkerchiefs (9) and dab their faces and fade away.  When no one is left (end of song) Mary wakes up. Sits up.  Falls back, as mosquito netting drops over the bed.

India - There's a Girl

Colonial India.  1906

Next Morning, Mary wakes up and looks at a small photograph in a frame … Rose 

Lt. Wright (his mouth covers with a white handkerchief) discovers Mary.

Mary places framed photo into her pocket.

Dollhouse bursts into flames on cue.

A Train Platform in Yorkshire

Major & Mrs. Shelley delivers Mary to Mrs. Medlock at the train platform.

“And here’s her papers and the death certificates and all.”

Dreamers  “High on the hills …”  

JOURNEY … to the Manor.  3 pages of dialogue and song.  We need motivation for the journey that ends at the gate to the Manor.  “But look there, that tiny light far across there.  That’ll be the gate it will.”  Mary and Mrs. Medlock exit.

End of Dreamer’s song  … fade  … x-fade to Archibald and Dr. Craven … in the house.


The Door to Misselthwaite Manor - The House Upon the Hill

Actually … inside Archibald carrying book (Children’s Book for son) with Dr. Carven carrying large candelabra.  

Archibald says, “I’ll be upstairs” exits and Mary and Medlock enter.  Then they go upstairs as Dreamers sing   “… shadows on the walls, dark and drafty halls, catch her if she falls, still no reason she shows.”


Mary's Room … Corridor 

Mary’s room includes a bed.  Dreamer Mother and Father in room.  Mary hears crying.  Grabs candle and go into the corridor … to the Gallery

The Gallery - I Heard Someone Crying

Mary enters on one side with candle.  Archibald appears in another part of the gallery with candle.  IN and out of light as song progresses.  

I think the actors and dreamers walk throughout the house.  Lights up and down.

Lily’s Portrait.  End of scene, Mary and Archibald blow up candles.  “I Heard Someone Crying – playoff”  QUICK change to Scene 1

SCENE 1: Mary's Sitting Room - A Fine White Horse

Martha enters with breakfast tray and a skipping rope.  Says she is there to make up the bed but may not need bed.  

Martha dresses Mary.

Mary looks in closet.  “These are not my clothes.”

Mary’s dressing throughout “A Fine White Horse.”  

Needs BUSINESS.  Maybe Ottoman for Mary to stand on as Martha dresses her.

SCENE 2: The Ballroom - A Girl in the Valley

Ballroom with Dreamers waltzing.  Archibald stands SR remembering Lily.  Ultimately Archibald and Lily dance together.  Mary enters and Lily and Dreamers DISAPPEAR. Fade.

Mary shows her portrait.

Scene ends as they both walk away.  Immediate music cues into Scene 3.


SCENE 3: In the Maze / The Greenhouse - It's a Maze

Gardener Ben is at work as Mary wanders into the garden.

Maze.  Work on the garden.  Greenhouse with potting stuff and tools.  Maybe just a wheelbarrow.

Maybe establish the tree and portions of the garden are in the audience?

“I know where he (Robin) lives too.  It’s that walled garden with the tall hedge all around it … funny tree … same as Aunt Lily swing…”

IT’S A MAZE.  March around.


The Edge of the Moor - Winter's on the Wing - Show Me the Key

Mary leaves garden to follow Robin.  Dickon is revealed in another part of the garden.

He has his conjuring stick.  What is his business while singing the uplifting anthem?

End of song,  Dickon hides behind Topiary. Mary enters.

“Me mother sent you a penny’s worth of seeds for the garden.”  He pours seeds into Mary’s hand.

During “Show Me the Key”  Lily and Rose wander into the Maze.

Celtic song … can be a physical dance.  

Ben wraps skipping rope around topiary.  Mary takes rope and reveals key to the garden.  There needs to be a physical mood shift when the key is found like the clouds are parting and there is hope.  Puts key in her pocket.

Scene ends with Mary and Martha going back to the house.  Ayah and Fakir sing a verse as we transition into Scene 4.

SCENE 4: Archibald's Library - A Bit of Earth


Carven is seated at the desk as Archibald enters.  Will this rain never stop?

Mary enters.  Take a seat.

Albert appears in the past.  Upstage. “Here’s a rose for you”

Dark library.  Perhaps heavy drapes  Lamps.  Craven “sign these leases.”

“Bit of Earth”  Hope.

End of song.  Crash of Thunder … Lightning

SCENE 5: The Gallery - Storm I - Lily's Eyes

Dracula like storm.  Maybe flashes of lightning.

Large Portraits of Lily loom in the air as the Dreamers circle around Archibald and sing.

Maybe Craven is backlight through a window.

Archibald looks at Portrait of Lily.  Lily’s Eyes … Duet


SCENE 6: The Hallway - I Heard Someone Crying

Mary enters the gallery, holding a candle.  Martha, Lily and the Dreamers wander the gallery.  Mary walks through the halls.  There is a terrible Thunderclap and the Dreamers lead Mary to Colin’s room.

SCENE 7: Colin's Room - Round Shouldered Man

Colin in a bed.  Medlock and Craven burst in

Maybe drapes.

Craven probably has his doctor’s bag.  Gives Colin an injection.

Storm continues.  Mary finally runs out and down the halls.

SCENE 8: The Maze / The Door to the Garden - Final Storm

Mary rushes out and into the Maze.  She interacts with the Dreamers recalling what happened in India.  Mary must run from couple to couple looking for help.  She is desperately alone.

Long song.  Choreographed piece.  Dreamers form a circle and Mary runs around and around it looking for an entrance IN.

See her father.  Runs into his arms.  

Dreamers disappear from the stage as MIST fills it.  Lily comes onstage.  Mary goes to Lily who stands back to reveal the DOOR in the garden.  Mary takes her key, inserts it. And starts to open the door as the lights go down at the end of Act One

INTERMISSION

ACT TWO

 Entr’acte

SCENE 1: 

The Tea Party Dream / The Other Side of the Door - The Girl I Mean to Be

A large Tea Party celebrating Mary’s birthday with Archibald, Lily, Pose, Albert, Dickon, Martha, and the Dreamers … living and dead as Mary would like to see them.  A PHOTOGRAPHER stages picture, a cake is presented.

Medlock and Craven roll Colin in..  They drop a red hanky in his lap.


SCENE 2: Archibald's Dressing Room – Quartet

Archibald is packing his suitcase/s.  Quartet.  Brothers and Sisters.  Isolated pools of light.

SCENE 3: Colin's Room - Race You to the Top of the Morning

Archibald sits by Colin’s bed with book.  Father and son.  Hero.  End of song, Archibald leaves as the set  changes. to the garden.  In the transition, the Dreamers  Albert and Rose sing a verse.


SCENE 4: The Greenhouse – Wick

Mary enters the greenhouse and sits on a bench. Dickon enters.  There needs to be a workbench with pots and plants, etc.  They gather pots of plants at the end of the scene ready to go out and plant them in the garden.  

Alice sings a verse to cover the scene transition.


SCENE 5: Colin's Room - Come to my Garden

Colin is throwing tantrum in his bed.  Martha pulls aside Colin’s bedcovers.  These need to be substantial.

Mary opens a music box.  During scene … Cholera Chord reveals Lieutenant and Major in India.  Mary leaves and LILY appears behind Colin’s bed and sings.  End of song, Lily embraces Colin and night closes in around them.  Then we see lanterns in the next scene.


SCENE 6: 

In the Maze / The Garden - Come Spirit, Come Charm - A Bit of Earth (reprise)

Scene begins in the Maze.  Nighttime, dark.  Colin is wheeled in to see his mother’s Garden.  They take him in.  Dickon traces a circle on the ground.  “There is a charm in the garden, Colin.  The longer you stay in it, the stronger you will get.”  

Come Spirit is a magical spell.  DANCE.  Colin walks.  Colin describes the tree … over there.  Again, I think it best to play the tree in the audience.  Colin asks to see where the roses will be.  They take him offstage to another part of the garden.  The Lily Rose and Albert appear for reprise of “A Bit of Earth.”


SCENE 7: The Library – Disappear

Craven, Medlock, waiting for Headmaster to take her away to school.  Craven hands an envelop of “all the forms” to be completed for school.  Seating for several.  Mary enters with Dreamer Ayah and Fakir.  Throws cookie. Spirits and Mary drive Winthrop off.  Craven says you will leave in a week.

SCENE 8: Mary's Room / Paris - Hold On - Letter Song
Martha packing some of Mary’s clothes.  “You should find a pen and paper and write to Archibald.  Writing table maybe a window seat, closet/ chest of drawer, suitcase. One side of the stage is Mary writing.  The other side in Archibald reading her letter in Paris.


SCENE 9: Archibald's Rooms in Paris - Where in the World - How Could I Ever Know

Bare Stage.  Paris.  A place for Archibald to sit and Lily will join him.  Maybe a stone park bench.  Com to my Garden.  Lily leads him off.


SCENE 10: The Garden - Finale

Suddenly, everyone ends up in the garden.  It needs to be transformed.  “And this is your garden” should have something beautiful fly in.  Maybe rose petals?  Millions of them.







