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Are We Vietims
of PROPAGANDA?

A DEBATE

I~ Our FInvisible Jlasters

by EVERETT DEAN MARTIN

Fﬂ-n PURFOSES of
this discussion, propaganda
is defined ns the manipuln-
tion of the pubfic to the end
of sccuring some  specific
getion. The definition is ab-
atract and inclisive. It cov-
ers many forms of activity,
every sort of method, and
all kinds of ends— good
and bad. I do not propess 60
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termined o pecare them in
this country by constitu-
tional law, To the extent
that present methods of
propaganda operite to in-
crease  geaeral  knowledge
and to keep open in pubbc
life an arens in which truth
may have a fair deal in its
endless contest with igno-
rance and falscheod, o rea-

discuss a defnition or an
abstraction — samething which exists cnly in
comcepts — but something which exists in re.
& is v something conducted 1o the
universe of discourse for the ends of formal
logic. It is & business eonducted for profic or
power, Itis samething which happens to-day in
this country; and the proof of this pudding is
the eating thereod.

Men have always communicated their ideas
to their neighbors; have sought to convince
them and to influence chem for causes which
geemed desirable. The right of sell-expression
and the desirability of the widest dissemination
of trath ore so important that we have de-

sonable mind eould posnbliy
object to ir. I am convinced, however, that
pra does not often serve these ends,
It is not designed, even at its best, for such
serviee, but for something quite the reverse,
Its gim is to " put something over™ on people,
with or withoue their knowledge and consent,
and fes result in general is to produce a soeal
giration in which peither truth nor the basic
values of civilization get a fair hearing.
Prapaganda is not the same a3 public in-
sgriction, It is never disinterested information,
The Emp:gnndist has an ulterior purpose. He
uses information, of misinformation, for the
sake of something clse. He s pot a disinterested



party in the pursoit or spresd of knowledge.
Apoalogists for Wgndn freely admit that
sometimes it is used for ends tha are evil, bat
they argue that ir s more often used for good
ends. Hence there is bad propaganda and good
propagands, aceording to the ends served.

In reply it may be said, first, that even good
ends may noe justify the means commonly em-
ployed; and second, mnce widespread and 1r-

harm may result when propagands is
employed for evil purposes, public safety re-
quires that good propagands — assuming it to
exist — be encoi and ewil ﬂ.i.:m-m:lgtﬂ.
For it is admivted by defenders of propaganda
that the methods used are so efective that the
average person is entirely at the mercy of those
now in comemand of the forces by which he is
manipulated,

Who, then, decides whether the ulterior end
to which the public is to be led or driven, with
of without irs assent, is good! Decision in this
all impostant macter & left o a few poople—
the very ones whe have something to gain by
manipelating the public, Furthermore, the
identiey of these &5 seldom diselosed and
they are responsible to no one, Propaganda is
making these irresponsible and unknown per-
wons the real rulers in American ﬂ:mnu'l.qr.
Let mee quote a few passages from Mr, Edwarnd
L. Bernays’ charmingly written book in defenss
of propaganda:*

For the masses promised o becomse king. .« .«
delr,hnm,tmthhjt:h.lhr?mﬁrr
has disooverad & powerfid help in nfeemding ma-
jorities. It haa been found poasible so 1o the
mied of the masses that they will throw ther sewly
gained wirengrh in the desived direccion. . . The
[ thiong & char ie (propagunda)) is ussversal
' nﬂjnﬁﬂni‘gmﬂkhw“
mvens the bodies oy sbdier. » «

There are invigble rulers whe cositrol the destiay of
miillbons. B i nor gemerally realived 1o what exvene
thet words seed scricas of our most inﬂumln'llm
thetl BOENES. o ..Emﬁrdﬁhﬂy
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What are the qualifications of these invisible
governora! Who are they that they should
command ! In what virtue or wisdom sre they

* Propagumds; Liverighe, wgai.

eminent! IF there is to be any stability or arder
in gociety, those who rule must st beast be
known and semething must be requoired of
them; otherwise their rule 15 pore impertinence,
When before have the governing few been un-
known and henee so irresponsible? When be-
fore have the rewards been so great for wrong
doing, or the means =a certain and easy for
thiose who have the in:r? Itas rwtgrwugh for
gentlemen te say, TOh yes, we admic thaz
da 15 sometimes abused.” An enter-
prise 3o uncontrollable, so susceptibls of abuse,
and s constantly under the temptition to
abuse, is a poblic menace, Hence 1 do not think
that the sdmitted abuses of propagands can be
dismizsed from the discasnon as irmelevant,
But I nm concerned about the methods and
ultimate effects of propaganda even ar its best.
One effect of propagandist mechods i greatly
to increase the susceptibifity of the public
:l-upm-, catchwords, and ru]p.ll:r stated half
truths. Every real educator and politcal
philesopher in history has noted the danger of
this popular tendency. Now the “knowing
ones” are urged to see this mob paychalogy,
not as a social menace, but os o natwral e
source to be oxploited for privare gain, Mr.
Bernays saya:

Ilwlja!muh:.m‘l:-mundirgiﬁue:udm
agunds durisg che war thar opessd EfER B
inpedbgean Fow in all deparements of life to the pods
E]it'-uuflq_lmﬂ.lln.dephﬁeu’ni...m
easnipularors af H pont mide use of th
: estestioral Baking of the public fo
produce mus resctre dgainil llaped amition, the
tersur and eyranay af the cncssy. [t wan oaly natoral
aftes the war that anbelbgent pomons dbouk]
ask themachoes witether it was not posmible toapply e
dﬁhnﬂnhmuﬂ:pﬂmim

Precisely! The propagandist has learmed to
apply & wartime paycholagy to the accamplish-
ment of any ends whatever! He procesds by
utilizing, for ulterior ends, the prejudices and
p:.uim:rdﬁud idean of the mob —a new
ke, [ assure you, for ™ the intelligent few™ in
thee history of cvilization, Woe even Machiavelli
quite dared to such procedure, The
intelligence of the community i thus told to
sbandon its hintoric rble of keeping alive the
values of civilization, and, by turning dema-
pogue and sycophant, to i in
return for vulgar favors mm:
prejudice and the wellknown weaknesses of
human nature are to be exploited and thus en-



Moreover, the regimentation of
opinion so achieved (for & consideration) means
gtandardization on & bow level and greater con.
formity o herd opinian. This accounts, in part,
for the astounding growth of intolerance in
Ameriean democracy since the war. In this way
plso, fondamentalism, prohibition, the Ku
Klhax Klen, eensorship, and other forms of or-
genized crowd insanity have now become &
gerious mensce to American lberey.

Anather result of ndz on modern
sociery is what I would call invelleetual shoddi-
ness. To be & genuine secker after truth dis
qualifies ane for the career of propagandist. As
Mr. Bernays says, the propagandist is & "ape-
cal pleader.” As Public Relations Counsel, he
is chiefly occupied with the interesta of his
client. OF eouree, a8 counsel, he would prefer
an innocent client to a guilty one. Any man
without eriminal tendencies would rather well
the truth than lie, other things being equal.
But business i bosiness, and even among re-
formers the end scemas in these days to Justily
the means. It is probably an exsggeration to
sy thae all propaganda is fies, but it cannet be
denied thar the propagandist tells only one side
of his story. He is interested in producing an
effect, not in unbiased research,

It must be bome in mind that everything
the propagandise docs or says is for effece —
maost commonly the effect on foals, The public
wants not truth but & show? Very well, he will
pley the mountehank, The responsbility for
the intellectual integrity of the intelligent few
is now for the first time in history passed on to
the public. In the foture, as Mr. Bernays says,
“If the public becomes more intelligent in its
commercial demands, commercial firms will
meet new standards.” 5o with all propagan.
dists. Thisis tosay, 30 long us the publicmay be
manipulated by misrepresentation and by ap-

to ignorance and prejudice, it is the pub-
lic"s own faalt if the " lkenowing ones”’ make uée
af questionzble methods. Why worry about be-
ing decent, so long as the cpposite cause has
public approval? Just now it is the rule to be
“low brow,” to come down to the level of the
man in the sereet. In sriving for mass action,
intelligence exhausts itself in the methods of
gaining the attention of the ignorant and stwpid
and neglects consideration of ends and values.
You are justified toudey by the success of your
effort rather than by the worthiness of your

caose in the minds of men of uncompromising
principle. Integricy now i “high brow.”
superficial cleverness counts,

A public ruled by an “invisible government ™
of this ik becomes like i ruless. Te warehs
the “go-getter.” Its hero is anyone wha,
whatever cheap device, succeeds in capminng
its attention, In this manner it & encouraged to
worship irself, its own power, and the cheap
greatmess it can hestow. It loses whar Hitle re-
spect it once had for intcllectoal honesty, Note
the meving pi and the tabloid newspaper
and the success of “ballvhoo™ everywhere, To
stuff the public mind with trash means in-
creased circulation, which is now o necessary
means of manipulating the mass, The big hits
are the Snyder murder trial;, the Browning
seandal, and the Hall-Mills case, Hence it is
good propaganda for salesmen, reformerns, mo-
tiof picnsre sctresses, end even preachers to
make capital of the publicity they may gain
from such scandals by getting themselves into
print in seme kind of associntion with such
episades, thus grafring on them for their own
privane ends, Im this passion for the shore cut to
success regardless of the means employed,
propagands has brought back o us the Roman
hn]'iﬂl.y.

The evil effect of these attempts 0o manipi-
late the multioude by pampering its weak-
nesses — in return for marerial and other ad-
VANTAZES [0 PETEINS and for ends not disclosed
= 1% chearly seen in variouws sspects of oor com-
man bife. In politics sach effects have long been
deplorable, The low level on which our politieal
counsels are new conducted s chargeable o
this trickery of mass appeal. Everyone knows
that political opinion can be manufacoored like
brick and delivered to anyone who can pay the
cost, Heretofore we have been able to save cer-
tain ather human interests from the kind of
d:-m-p.dtl:iqq that humiliates us in PUEI."'IH- and
has made the very word, as Emerson sad, o
hissing and & shame. But pow, thanks to our
new *intellipent few,” all fences are down, the
cattle are in the corn, and our culbural heritage
is sold daily to the barbarians in our midst in
return for their faver,

Religion, for instance, seems to be trying to
worship both God and Mamnson in Protestant
America. It often makes wie of kigh-powesed
salesmanship, thus putting itself on the same
epiritual level with tooth paste and commed-



ties advertised to prevent “ halitosie.” It is che
trivial, the irrelevant, the sensational; the ap-
peal to obsolete bigotry which naturally give it
prextest publicity, In such publcity it becomes
a mere vulgar cancature of msclf,
Education alwo suffers grievously from prop-
. We bearn that arganized propaganda of
tric power companies has recently so seri-
ciialy mrensced the sascooary of the disneer
ested pursubt of knowledge that it has been
thought necessary o have & national sommit-
tee of leading edscatars to " save our schools"
from this sort of thing, The committes itsclf
will probably in turn make p . But it
makes all the difference, for the foture of
civilizagion, whether men seck truth in order
to make a plausible case for their existing inter-
e5ts and profits ind the preconceived ideas they
are decermined vo beliowe, of whether they seek
it for light on all sides of a question. The first
makes the ignorant more opinfonated; the see-
onid besds slowly to one's becoming an educated
and cvilized individual, One of the striows re-
sults of propaganda is that it has cansed the
'F1.|.'|1Ht15-u- think that education and pq'q-pl.gq.ndp.
are the same thing, and thus to make an igno-
rant multitude helieve it 15 bang educated
when it is only being manipulated, Education
gima at independence of judgment. Pro
offers ready-made opinions for the unthinking
herd. Education and propagands are directly
opposed both in aim and method.

The educator aims st & slow process of de-
velopmene; the iat, at quick resalts,
The ccacasoe ss b Sl people o o chany
the propagandist, sbat to think. The educator
strivea to develop individual responsbidity;
the i -rjumm effects. The educator
wants thinking; the propagandist, action, The
educater falls unbess be achieves an open
mind; the propagsndise, unless he achieves a
chosed mind

Perhaps the most deadly thing about propa-
ganda is that as it more and more organizes the

Yast agencies for commindeation and humam
intercourse in the interest of power and success
and the dominance of certain inflwential groups,
appealing always to ““chchés and emotional at-
titwdes,” it sets op o vast system which ex-
cludes everything that is rare and challenging
== except that which may produce insipnificant
popular sensation, Mr, Bernays says that every
mexns of human associstion and communica-
tion may be made a means of propaganda —
that i-i.,. may ht.-ﬂl'ﬁj.ni:ﬂi for altersor ends,
Try to picture this state of affairs, This means
that as such social forces become arganired and
controlled by the unknown few who can pay for
sach & vast enterprise, ideas that may noe be
utilized to the enda for which such organization
exiats cannot gain a hearing. Already we see
many instances of censorship by such a con-
trolfing power. As Mr. Bernays correcely says,
“af late a reaction has set in,”

When the future historian, an American
Sallast or Tacimus, records the downfall of cur
repablic and its boss of liberty, he will point out
the leading place thar organized propaganda
played in this unhappy business. Sallust tells us
bow such propagandist ericks as the Boman
manipulaters discovered — hread and circuses
— brought about wn unholy alfiance between
the paszions of the meb and the ambitions of
“the intelligent few.” Tacitus tells us thar
when Augustus sssumed divine artributes, and
tyranny and persecution were later universal,
these evils were possible 5 Mo ONG WS
able to protest. This abio is the Inevitable end
of modern organized propagande, Once we had
an uncomplimentary word for such an indus
try. We called ie “intrigoe.” The ambitious few
wha destroyed the freedom of the ancients won
over the mob by making themselves visible.
Te-day, as Mr. Bernays says, their sccessons
ire setting up an “invisible government.” R
pudliva Americana delmda efr,

P. 5. They got the job!




XX = Our Debt to Propaganda

by EDWARD L. BERNAYS

A. 5 A TRUTH SEEKER and & propagandice
for propaganda — the twa are it incomparible
— 1 welcome the opporounity o answer the
challenge set forch in this debave. Mr, Martin®s
article iz an m.mpll:: of what the pﬂhﬁi BER=
erally repards as " impropaganda.’” He vaices
the opinion of a section of the intelligent public
which knows a litthe about propaganda, bur
knows more about what nfists agningt
propagarda believe it to be. This sweeping
emotional belief is expressed in a series of un-
substantiated statements. [tis my opinion thar
enyone rexding the arcle secures o distorted
point of view. Mr. Martin locks at the whale
subject of = much as a man who,
asked towrite on the question, ™ Are we victima
of medicine?™ would discuss only the fakers
and quacks.

The difficulty propagandists have in plesd-
ing any couse in that they must deal with
facts, noe only as they are abstractly, but as
they appear to be to individuals or groups who
react cmottonally, In approaching a subject
which should be faced impurtially, such in-
dividuals or growps bring to it a definie bias of
their own, Mr. Martin's article represents this
atritude, which every propagandist for any
cause has to face continually. In meeting his
arguments, 1, as the special pleader for propa-
ganda, am put to o partoular disadvantage.
The critic has known how to surround the word
propapanda with all the a ere of sus.
pacion, distruse, and downrighe condemnation
which grew up abour it in the public mind
during the years of the war and immediately
after,

It is my befief that propaganda serves o use.
fal purpose. It increases general kno
It tends to keep open an arena in publc life in
which the bartle of truth may be fairly fought.
Propaganda of the past and prescor gives an
encrmons amount of evidence of rhis, Great
religious leaders have been propagandists, and
st being, have served a definite and useful
purpose in lifting the moral tone of their times.
In politics, all the great leaders 1 can recall

have been propagandists for their points of
view, Tl'h'.j" believed their theses and Props.
Emd'u.:d for them. Abraham Lincoln may sot
wve regarded himsell as a propagandise, but
certainly he proved himself cne of the ablest
when, in his debates with Stephen A
be aroused the conscience of the nation on the
slavery question, And what man can be found
today who will say that Lincoln demeansd
himself or victimized the public when he won
it gwer o his own moss profound canvictions?

To be sare, there have been propagandists in
every field who have been rewarded by posi-
t'iﬂrir |:}* maney, |::|-' Fl."rhl.‘1 b}' pawnET. Lincaln
himssdf was so rewarded. But wha ghall dare 1o
proclaim thar the desire for thess rewards has
been the only motive, or even the principal
motive, behind the dist? Ome must
take 4 very sinister wiew 3 human Rature, in-
deed, to belicve that men may not be a5 pro-
foundly concerned for the swecess of their
ideas as for the rewards that may come to
them 23 a Fedult of that success, Mr. Marrin
comes dangercusly mear to assuming this
pesition,

Of course, the strongest condemnarion is
meted out to the business activities of propa-
gandists. If we accept the premise thas our
pressnt econamic system demands mass diseri-
bution of products and ideas, it follows that
businesses muse agandize for their own
products and thetr own points of view, and
hence thar propagandists are indispensable
this civilization. But it does not fellow from
this reasoning that the public generally must
become victims of the business man. Any busi-
ness man who makes or distribates
that are wnsound or secially destractive i, and
should be, condemned. He is the quack, the
faker, in his field. The conscientious propa-
gandist = and there are many sich — will
have nothing to do with a product or a cause
thar is socially vicious, just as o conscientious
dector —and Bo one denies that there are
conscientions  doctors — will not  proctise
quackery. In short, to say that propaganda is



vicious becanse certain quacks use propaganda
o farther their anti-social schemes is abowt 13
logical ms to say that religion 3 opposed
progress because the Fundamentalises of Ten-
nesses and Arkansas passed laws forbidding the
tesching of evolution.

‘i"i‘hm::rtl:tgruutgmucd asitis o=y, the
happiness of 3 nation s very largely dependent
upon its econamie wellbeing. Tl'm business
men, therefore, who have propagandized swc-
cessfully for basically sound prosucts, have not
omly sdded to the economic stability of their
communities, bue, by doing so, have ako con-
sribuated indirecely, but none the ks sarcly, 1o
the happincss of the people generally. This
geemd to me to be an obvioss statement of
fact — 50 abvicus thae 1t hardly meeded to ba
formutated. But Mr. Martin, and perhaps
others equally sincere, cannot escape & sus.
piciors that somewhere In thas r&l.'mn.ﬂﬁp
between the business man and the public
sinister forces are at work, IF buasiness s piling
up huge profits for isell chrough skillfully
directed propaganda, it mast be at the expense
of the public = s if it were impossible to con-
ceive of a bargain in which both partics de-
rived equal profit and advantage!

As a matter of face, the ambitdous man
strving for power, the inventor, the innovater
who has produced 2 new ides, the manufacturer
who has broughe forth 2 new produce and
wants it to be accepted, has succeeded only
because public interest and private interest
have coincided. The manufsctarer of & vaouum
cleaner engages in intensive propagands to get
the public to ¢ his product. For his cwn
privaie .l.d'l"l:]'l‘,.l.;n:;bc'“‘n‘l.lld like to place one of
bis vacuum clezners in every home, But if the
thwwimnfﬂmmmhj*htdnﬂ troeded the
vacuue cleaner and had not desired it, once

leamed of its valee wo them, the prvans
interest of the manufacturer mighe have ex-
persdied itself in A series of fatle efforts, Thae
thiz did mot happen was because his private
interest was found to coincide with the pablic™s
interest, to their mutal benefie. It is gheer
nonsense to 33y that cither party to such a
bargain 18 the victim of the other.

Dwuring the last E‘l‘ﬂ'l.t,"fﬂ.l’ltl'l-ﬂ! has hardly
been a single new idea, new invention, or new
product decepted by the pubbic which was not
made available for the putnﬁa:'a benefic through
the use of propagands in one form or another.

Schoals, calleges, churches, the theatre, Brera
ture, art, music, charites and other forms of
social service —all have wsed propaganda
effectively, And the mere face that p

may have behind it a personal, selfinterested,
or ulterior maotive doss not preclude the pos
sibility that the final end accomplished may
not comncde with some great |;u,:||;||i-n E-md:_,
Indeed, when one begins to talk about the
motives befind it becomes ex.
tremely difficult to see how a charity drive
differs in essentials from a campaign to make
vacuum cleaners available to every housewibe,

Just here Mr. Martin asks: “Who, then,
decides whether the ulterior end to wl1'm.-.'l1. :h:
public is to be led or driven, with or witheat its
aagent, id gmdi'" He answers I:-:r :.l.:.rirlg that
“decision in this all important marter is left to
g few people — the very ones who have some- .
ﬂﬁ.rlg T Etm hnl,r mlnip.ﬂn.t'i.ng the whﬁ-r,'.."'
“This i3 the central point of Mr. Martin’s
EIEA, and 1 want to ke divect issue with him
cﬁmlt becaase | am convineed that kis con-

ong are entirely ErroBeous.

Propagandists have existed ever since Eve
persuaded Adam to cat the first apple, and
they will exist as long as one person attempts
to convinee ancther of anything, In all ages
leaders of the pecple have employed propa-
ganda. Sometimes these leaders have conducted
their cwn publicity campaigns; again, profes-
sional propagandists have placed themuelves at
the disposal of leaders to make their appeals
mare effective, In any case, the person directing
propagenda has himself msured the public
against his own dominance, becauss he has
developed & technique which is available wo his
opponent &5 well as to himself, This technique
has enabled all factions to make themsslves
heard. To-day, one of the great social ad-
vantages of propaganda is that it has made




wocal scores of minority groups of sl factions,
who, without propaganda, could never bring
their views before the public. As loag 2a chis
remaing true, it can never be justly said that
the pabfic is being “bkd or ‘deven, with or
without its ament,” by a few designing men
bent on private guin.

Mr. Martin is also unduly nervous becanse
propagandists are anonymous; and since they
are not known to the public, ke is sure that
they must be irrespondible people. Tr is true
that the public rarely knows who the propa.
gandists are. But the propagandise does mot
work in & wacauen. He works in behalf of the
leaders of public opinion, and he must adope
the same point of view s the man who accepts
his services, Thus, though the propagandist
maay remain in the background, the man or the
group or the cause to which ke devotes Kimself
becomes known to the public, and these the
public not only can but does hold responsible
whenever propaganda is used for antisocial
ends.

I am convinced chat da has been
the moat effoctive weapon aguinst intolerance
and other forms of post-war madness. The
Mew York #orld and other COUrLEe0s HEWE-

papers emploved propaganda to fight the Ko

Klux Klan and check its threarening advances,
Through effective propaganda Al Semith
brought a new point of view to hundreds of
thousands of American citizens. Clasence
Darrow made propagands his ally in fighring
bigotry at Daywon, Tennessee. Similarly,
propaganda has wrought o very definite series
of material and economic changes in American
life which have completely transformed the
habits and srandards of the people.
Propagunda should nor be confused with
"Er:u natices.” The most important function
of prepaganda is to modify the actions of an
individuzl or 3 group to conform to some
definite end desired. Thus defined, propaganda
is not a new phenomenca; men knew how to
mald public opinion loag before there was a
press. But when printing waz discovered and
BEWspa grew upy and, more recently,
when the metion picrure and the radio made
the peaple more accessible, public opinion be-
came vastly more important than it had ever
been befare. And just as experts developed in
the law, in public health, n engincering, so
experts in public opinion came forward whoss

business it wag to give advice in this important
fucld,
It is of these men that Mr, Mardn says:
“To be a genuine secker after truth disqualifies
vt for the caresr of arsdigt," As a
gandist | can t:al':F’;'m t the reverse of thi
statement would be more mearly accurate. A
propagandist can function only when his first
grep is 4 seanch for the truth, He must soquaine
himself with all che facts amd implications of
the cause or product in which he is interested,
He mimst find ont the inrinsie value of the new
ideas he is to expound. To rake a concrete .
ample, he must learn all that science can cell
him abouat cancer hefore he ttempes wo tell the
public about the methods prescribed for its
pRevention

Funally, Mr, Martin would have us believe
that propagunds is chiefly concerned with
humanity at its werse. * Everything the
gacdist does or says,” writes Mr. Merein, ™is
for effect — moat commonly the effect on
fools.” The face is, of course, that the whole
structure of group peychology makes it neces
sary for leaders to accept an idea before the
masscs accept it Consequently, the very firss
effore in izing for a new cause or a
E: iden is nmally directed at the intelligent

But the tremendous diversity of public
opinion in America cannot be summed up in
ofve senfence. How can one dismiss in a few
derogarory and sentimental tirades the whole
ficld of da, which takes in ar one
sweep the HRockefeller Foundation's fght
wgainst disease and all of the thousands of
campaigns for civic end moral improvement
waged by different groups all over the coonery?
I have indicared in this article thae propa-
ganda, like any other powerfusl force or agency,
may ar times be made to serve harmful ends;
bwt, 2¢ Bruce Bliven recently said: “The eure
for propaganda is more propaganda.” It enables
mineritics t0 break up dominant groups. It is
the advance agent of new ideas and new prod-
uers. Simee it i available to all, i 15 an in.
surdnce against autocracy in government and
sguingt standardization and stagnation. It
poctrs b me that the futare historian will
agcribe to propaganda 4 very large share of
responsibility for America’s progress, and that
he will point to us, not as victims of propa-
gands, but e its benefciaries.



TF— Rebuiltal

by EVERETT DEAN MARTIN

l sppciricatLy stated thae | wouald dis-
cuss the evilsof propaganda 2t its best; Mr, Ber-
NAYE rcpiiu thae | am bke one 'h']'m-,, it 'll‘:l‘i.ﬁr.'lg
about the medical profession, “would discuss
only the fakers and quacks.” 1 quoted passages
from Mr, Bernays' recent book to show that

tends to ser up an invisible and
urresponsible government, The language quoted
is plain, In reply Mr. Bornays makes three
points, in all of which T think his logie is weak.

1. He cires the example of history and refers
particularly to Lincoln, Bur, in contrase with
modern propagandists, people knew who Lin-
coln was. He did not have olterior purposes
which were undisclosed. His methods were juse
the opposite of those of modern propaganda.
Hz tried to enable people to do some criticsl
and m;:h:-p:rlﬂ:nt t|'t1nk||15_ The Frnp.lymdnt
seeks to ' pur something over™ om

2. Mr. Bernays says in effect, “Let the
pablic hold responsible thosw who employ
these unknown dises,™ But 23 be has
himself stated in his book that once such

iars are on the job they procesd with

scientific efficiency that the public is

really ar their mercy, [ wigh he would explain

how the publc, being so manipulated, can
rationally hold anyone to account.

%3 Mr. Bernays says, "To-day, one of the
great socinl adventages of propaganda is that
it has made vocal scores of mimosisy groaps of
all factions, whe, without y conild
never bring their views before the public.” In
ather words, da enlightens the public.
Howi By the post-war trick; as ke rzll:u:,uf
appeal to popular emozion. 'u"-']1.1_|r, it s by just
quch lppul w0 uure-:l.wn that the P
u:k o " regiment” the langest majority posa-

ble — a queer way to enlighten the public and
break up majoritics!

Mr. Bernays does pot really discuss my
argument, thar the methods used by propa.
gandists, cven at bear, in the necessary at-
tempe to translate all things ineo such terma
that one hundred and twenty millions of
can be “resched,” make for chespness, in-

sincerity, and intolerance. His argument is in
substance that prop ecrves the mruth by
giving both sides of an imue a hearing. But
is it true that, &= chings are, ench side of
an bsue gains a fair and equal hearing? Is it
mot a fact that the litke business and the un.
popular cause —these that have motr the
moncy o pay for the services of high-pressure
salesmen and largecirculation  advertising,
hewewer worthy they may be — are increas-
ingly unable to compete for a hearing with
forces crganized on a nation-wide scale?

Tt seema 1o me that Mr, Bernays is primarily
concerned with e and immediste resalts
— good resulis ?ﬁdﬂr grant—— but let the
end jastily the means, | am meore con
shout the effeces of the methad empleyed ewen
in the service of a good canse. Mr, Bernays'
impressive reference to colleges, churches, and
other nationsl agencies now employing propa-
gandist methods for worthy ends only tends to
mibarantiare my contentron that we are hiving
at & time when the very most sacred, rare, and
hitherto carefully guarded treasures of civiliza-
tion are obliged to tum to ballvhoo and sell
caricatures of themselves to open-mowthed
idlers in the market place.

I did mot, as Mr. Bernays scems to think,
bring severest criticism £ pmpl.gmdl in
busness, | am primanly interested in preserve
ing cur cultural inheritance. Doubtless propa-
Em:ﬂ]l. in ﬁ:hﬂu[ﬂ?ﬂﬁrﬂwhlm
harm than elsewhere, mmmwhﬂlﬂvﬂéﬁﬂd
soap penerally sells whae he advertises, Even
f}mpnl::n-l'mymu] Id brick is not the
worst evil of l.’-’i'hntiuh;mmu
the narion-wide sale of culparal -g;l:l]ﬂ bricks,

Mr, Bernays' quotation from Mr. Brucs
Bliven has Brerary valus, bue sarddy this pas-
Bage CAFFIES D I':'lght as l.l'.:lJﬂ'l.l'I'l.T.. It is
summed up in the slogan —' “The cure for
propagands i more pt'np-l.tlndl. One Femem-
bers simalar Foures™ — that for ﬂuhu-u‘l.c:j" A
moare I;I:mm::,f, and &6 ofi. As Shaw once said,
sach reasoming is to say that the way o cure
mensles is to infect everybody with smallpox.
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